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FR ANS ACTIONS, 
| March 1, 1771. TY 5 


Aon ETD with Captain M; Neil of the thip Warwick 
| Caftle, lying then at Norfolk-Hope, to go ſecond 
mate of the ſaid ſhip, to Bonny, on che coa of Africa; 
from thence to Jamaica, and back to London: the 
thip having a tender, being a ſmack, of which Robert 
Hamilton was put maſter, and being deficient in a 
mate, by Captain M*Netl's orders I ſupplied the place. 


On the 6th uk. we failed, and on the 18th the ſhi 
hove too for us in the Downs; when we came up with 
her, Captain M*Neil oxdered us to make all poſſible 
haſte after the thip to Bonny, as the ſhip was much the 
faſter ſailor, he could not pretend to wait for us, then 
made fail on board the thip ;, and we having a freth of 
wind took a reef in the mainſail, and made fail after 
them, but one of our hands fell fick that day, and had 
raving fits, his wife was alſo on board, Whom We 
mould certainly have carried on the coaſt, had not her 
huſband at chis time fallen ill. . 


We found ourſelves too weakly manned, and 
therefore we put into Dover, there diſcharged the fick 
man and wife, rigged the ſquareſail yard, and bent the 
ſquareſail. Two boatmen belonging to Dover brought 
two ſeamen on board, to be ſhipped, one named Peter 
Chancerry, the other John, they both belonging to a 

brigg ; they expreſſed a difficulty in getting their 
cloaths before night, however the two boatmen plyed * 
them. cloſe, and made them ply ; the tide ſerving 
about 4 p. m. they brought them on board, telling 


them to aſſiſt us into the road, and then they might 
come aſhore with, them in their boat, alfo that they . 
would aſſiſt them in getting their cheſts and bedding _ 
out of the brigg, and bring them on board again at 
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any time that night they pleaſed. When wa got into 
the roads che Captain called them into the cabin, in the 
meantime the boatmen put off, and our two ſeamen 


obliged to remain without their cloaths. 


We ſteered Down Channel, in which we had a ſtrong 
gale weſterly, alſo ſome heavy gales betwixt the Lands 
End and the Madciras ; the ſloop, though a dull ſail: 


Or, behaved admirably well, thipped no water, was 


very tight, and laid too like a murr, 


We made Porto Sando, paſſed by Madeira and the 
Serters. The day after leaving the latter, we had a 


heavy gale from N. to N. W. we laid under reef fore- 
ſail two days, the fea run vaſtly high; the ſloop ſtill 


behaved as well as we could with, never ſhipping any 
water, or requiring the pump to be motiqned : when it 
moderated we made ſail, paſſed the Iſland Sayages, next 
morning ſaw Tenerief, and the Grand Canaria, amongſt 
which i s we were beating eight days, having the 
wind from W. S. W. to W. N. W. which greatly ſur- 


| pee me, having for three years traded from Tenerief 


o Cadiz, and never found otherwiſe than a true trade 
wind. except in ſquals or guſts, which never laſts 
Jonger than a few hours. ge 
Me had pleaſant weather from the Canaries to the 
Cape de Verd Iflands; we took our departure from 


St. Jago, and ſtcered for Cape Formoſa. We ſaw Cape 


Formoſa early one morning, but took it for a fail, as 


the land hereabouts is low and woody, and makes like 


the land about Cape Henry Firſt, as a fail then fails; 


we had light winds all that day; at midnight, I having 


the watch, I thought I ſaw the land under our lee, I 


hove the lead over-board and found but ſeven fathoms ; 


we tacked, but the wind being light, inclining tocalm, 


and the ſwell ſetting in-ſhore, ſagged us in fo that we 


anchored in fix ſathems and a half, ſandy bottom. 


As 
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As ſoon as it was well light on the morning, we faw 
a canoe padling off, we got the ſwivles ſhipt, got on 
deck the blunder buthes, muſkets and cutlaſſes. We 
had not a grain of powder on board, an unpardonable 


neglect by the maſter, though he had orders to take a 


barrel out of the thip when lying at Norfolk-hope. 


When the canoe came pretty near, they ceaſed pad- 
ling. We aſked, What place that was? One that 
ſpoke Englith anſwered, Cavaly River, (which is abour 
ten leagues to the ſouthward of Cape Formoſa) and 
why we no come in ſhip too much live a dare, we 
told him, We were not coming in, he ſaid, Ye muſt 
come, I bring him in; ſo paddled up to clap along- 
fide ; we lifted up the muſkets, at which they went a 
little off; we preſented the empty mulſkets, they im- 
mediately tumbled over the fides of the canoe like logs 


of wood, and remained in the water till we laid the 


muſkets down; they got into their canoe, and paddled 
for the ſhore. Juſt after we ſaw two more canoes mak- 
ing for us, as ſoon as they drew nigh, we pointed the 
ſwivels at them, as ſoon as they perceived it they pad- 
dled farther off, then lay along tide each other, I ſup-- 
poſe, conſulting what they had beſt do. But fortunately, it 

ſtruck up a moderate breeze, we weighed and made 

fail. I ſuppoſe if it had continued calm, we ſhould 
have had canoes off in abundance, who thould have 
certainly found that we had no amunition, the conſe- 
quence of which might haye proved fatal, 128 


We directed our courſe ſor Cape Palmas, keeping ſo 
much offing as not to ſee the land, when by reckon- 
iog we had the Bight or Bay of Benin open, we ſaw a 
thip full flaved, bound of the coaſt, when about ſpeak- 
ing her, we had a heavy trenado, with thunder and 
lightning. We underſtood nothing they faid, only that 
Cape Palmas is diftant ten leagues. 


At midnight we ſtruck ſoundings in about ten fa- 


noms, 


„ 


thoms, ſandy bottom; we ſtood off till day- light, then 


in- ſhore till 8 A. M. We ſaw Cape Palmas, we 
Keered along-ſhore coarſe, but took care to keep out 
of ght thereof, When we judged ourſelves near as 
far to the ſouthward as Bonny-bar, we flood in and 


made the land, then ſtood off again, becauſe it was 


almoft night. We always took as much offing that it 
took us till pight to run in again; aſter this timerous 
manner we dilly dally'd ſeveral days; at length we 
were drove ſo far to leeward, that juſt after meridian 
we ſaw the high lands of Cameroons. It fell calm till 


evening, then came off a heavy trenado, with thunder, 


lightning, and heayy rain; in about two hours after 
it fell calm, the frethes of the rivers about Cameroons 
ſet out ſo very ſtrong, raiſed the ſea to a prodigious hight 
we lay iq the trough of it, and had much difficulty to 
ſecure the boom. I thought the would rowl'd away her 
maſt ; every thing fetched wav, and we could ſcarcely 
ftcady ourſelves. Soon after ſprung up a fine breeze, 
and we got fail upon her, in the morning we were cloſe 
in with the caſt cud of Fernandopoo, an iſland about 
nitcen leagues from caſt to weft, the caſt end having a 
long low point, the middle of the iſtland very high, 
with a peek on it, not much inferior to that on Tene- 

rief. All the ſhore is very woody, | 


We were beating of the north fide of this iſland part 
of the month of May and all June, excepting once we 
got four or five leagues to the weſtward of Fernando- 
poo, then we tacked, the wind at W. and W. N. W. 
as it commonly blows there with an intent for Bonny, 
but atter we got over tothe main, we acted a few days 
as atore, till we found ourſelves to leeward, then we 
Rood to the S. W. and fetched the eaſt end of Fernando- 
poo, M here we plyed ſeveral days, ſometimes looting, 


and others gaining ground. 


Our bottom was very foul, fire-wood expended, and 
he $090 toe light for beating. On the firſt of July we 


had 


FEES 


vad a heavy trenado, ſplit our jibb, ſo we put into the 
north-caſt bay, there anchor'd in nine fathoms water; 
ſandy ground, and clear of rocks, a bold ſhore, very 
. good riding, only open from the north eaſt, which 
winds ſeldom laſt long, only coming in tranadoes, ſo 
raiſes no fea. There is OT watering, and plenty of 
fire-wood.. 


The north-weſt part of this bay is high land, and 
parts from the other land by a narrow river; it is 
very ſteep, and rocky ſhore, being very thick with 
trees to the brink thereof. This we always named, 
The grove; and when ſtanding in-thore, it was com- 
mon to ſay, We'll fetch the eaſt or weſt end, or mid- 
dlle of the grove. It extends itſelf about fix or ſeven 
leagues from caſt to weft, offing about two leagues 
from the weſt end of this grove lies ſome large rocks 
which may be ſeen at low water, and when blowing 
Freſh ĩt breaks on and about them 


The iſfands that Te on the north-eaſt of the north- 
weſt bay bear from thoſe rocks S. S. W. diftance 
about four leagues, At high water and light winds 
they are dangerous. Veſſels beatiag or failing in- ſhore 
to Keep the land wind, ought to come no nigher the 
And at this place than three or four leagues. This 
part only for all the reſt is a bold ſhore, and you may 
fail within a mile or two; the current generally ſcis 
to windward as far as theſe rocks, eſpecially in Auguſt, 
. October, and November, being the times 
of heavy rains, and the out- ſets of the rivers about the 
Cameroons, reaches this far; from theſe rocks to the 
weſtward is generally a current from the weſtward, 
the land wind does not reach far off, but there is no 
danger in hugging the ſhore, except only at the afore 
anentioned part. 


On the 2d July 1771, we went aſhore for water, 
which was very good,, On the 3d and 4th ult. we 


were 


L401 


. were employed in filling our water, getting fire-wood; 

and ſome more ballaſt. On the gth we completed 
Wooding, Watering, and had her ina good ſet of bal- 
laſt, and her bottom as clean as we could make it with 
a hand hog, bruſhes, ſcrapers and brooms, mended 
the gibb, with ſundry other needful jobs. TY 


On Saturday the Mafter ſent me with two hands 
aſhore in the boat, to ſee if there were any inhabitants 
near the ſhore, that we might trade for freſh ſtock. 
We took the boat about a mile up: che river that ſepa- 


rates the grove as afore-mentioned; 


We left one hand in the boat, whilſt I and the other 
Went on thore; it was very Woody, and the trees 
large, ſome much exceeding any I ever ſaw before: 
We went pretty far in the Woods; and according to 
the cuſtom of buſh travellers, natched every tree as 
We went along With our cutlaſſes, by Which marks 
We came back to the boat. | 


The trees abounded With large black monkeys, mal 


ing a great noiſe, and ratling, running from tree to 


tree. The foot-marks of deer Were plain to be ſeen, 
alſo their dung, Which ſignified their plenty. Here- 
abouts We ſaw one When returning to the boat. 

* 

There is abundance of Wild-fowl about this river, 
alſo fome fith, Which we could fee at the bottom, 
when rowing down the river. At the mouth of which 
I went athorc, and walked along the beach; where 1 
faw ſome cawking nut trees; there we near filled the 
boat with cawking nuts. They then put off the boat 


and rowed along ſhore, whileſt I walked the beach, 


coming near 2 point of rocks, I thought I ſaw a young 
deer, but looking more ſteadfaſt I perceived it to be z 
dog, of which there are not many on this iſland. They 


are of one ſort or breed. about the ſize of a Dutch pug, 
- ſharp noſed, but of little. or no uſe, don't care to e 


fondled 


3 
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fondled with, but continually lies by the fire when at 
home, very ſeldom bark, but yells when diſturbed. 


When I fw it was a dog, I ſuſpected ſome body to 


be nigh, preſently there appeared to my view eight 
tall ſtrapping negroes, their faces painted, ſtanding on 
the rocks ſtaring at me, with every one of them two 
or three lances, which I took to be bows and arrows; 


but afterwards foutid there was no fuch thing on the 


iſland. 


The lances are made of a hard wood grows after 
the form of willows; tliecy cut them when they are 


about three inches thick at the bottom, they are about 


ſix feet long; they harden them over the fire, and at 
the end which is for execution, they cut it three- 
ſquare, making beards on the ariges after the form of 


_ a ragged bolt with a ſharp poitit. I floyd and viewed 


them a little, then called for the boat, which immedi= 
ately came, after getting in we rowed a little off, at 
which they came to the water fide, made figns, 
ſpreading out their hands, Kneeling on one knee, 
making us underſtand they would do us no Harm; 
we back'd the boat cloſer to theti, and made ſigns of 
our wanting to trade for fowls, &c, ſhowing them the 
handkerchiefs from about our tiecks, and that we 


Would fetch ſome brandy, an article they knew no- 


thing of; tliey underſtood us, as we had reaſon to 
think afterwards, that we wanted water, pointing to 
the place where we had watered, then ſtruck into the 
buſh and went off, | 

We went on board, delivered the cawking nuts, and 
got our dinners, then taking ſome rum in the boat, 
we went athore, alledging they ſaid they would go for 
ſome fowls and bring them to the watering. place. 
We went aſhore, but ſaw no-body ; one hand ſtaid 
by the boat, whilſt T and the other ſet out through 


the woods, hollpwibg, Ya hoo! = heard nor ſaw any 


thing, 


1 e . ̃ꝗ ͤwD;Nnn p 7—ßÜ,ꝛ Res 2 I ene 
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= thing, exgept : 0 young deer, which yieled us ſome 

f paſtime by chacing it. At dusk we returned on board, 
I taking with us ſome remains of a canoe which lay on 

| | the beach. The Wood, as is al the large trees upon 
3 this iſland, is of a red colour, grain d, and looks 
1 8 like cedar, only has not the ſmell. 


On Sunday the 7th I went aſhore with 3 hands it 


4 the boat, We 23 on the grove, leaving one in the 
om boat, We Walked through the buth, where We ſaw a 
# houſe, to which We Went; it proved to be a new 


Houſe, there Was no one in it; a fire lately had been 
T therein, there was placed flat ſtones for ſeats ; 1 ſup- 
poſe it was for the hunters or travellers to reſt ih, as 1 
” aw ſeveral afterwards for the like occafion. It was * 
1 built, as are all their houſcs, of a tree the very ſame as 
4 our brakins or ferns, though 1 never faw or heard of 
4 any growing to fach an extent as on this iſland, where 
I have cut and carried many for the uſe of houfe- 
| ze building and fence- making. They grow here to 
® eightecn or twenty feet high, and twelve or thirteen 
znches thick, very ſtrait, with the fern buth on the top, 
They are quite light, being hollow all the way up, 
to build a good houſe, they cut theſe trees in about 
five feet lengths, and the ſtandard in the middle for 
the roof, about eight feet, makes holes in the ground, | 
ſticking theſe one along fide the other,to any form you 
pleaſe, commonly a long ſquare ; then for the ſepa- 
ration of apartments, they do the lame from fide to 
tide within, leaving à place for entrance to each apart- 
e ment. Fo cover the houſe they Mike the palm leaves 
bpPeing about three feet long and. about four inches 
broad they have ſimall flat ſticks about three feet long. 
oer theſe they, double the leaves, putt] the bei 
or middle over the Rick, the next. leaf to cover half 
the firſt, and ſo on to the end. With theſe they cover 
the houſe, beginning below firſt, partly covering one 
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WE 
have heavy rains from Auguſt to the end of November, 
and yet this thatching is as tight as any tyling in En- 
ans We, ſpent all that day ſearching thro' the 
Woads, but ſaw nothing except monkeys, a great 
plenty of which are all over the iſland, On the even- 
ing we repaired on board, taking with us forme man- 
grove oyſters or the oyſters growing on trees, 


* 


Monday, July sch, 1771. 


O the morning we waſhed decks, hoiſted in the 

| boat, having no wind, We hauled flack cable 
ruond the winlace and went to breaſtfaſt. When at 
breakfaſt the maſter asked me What I thought of go- 
ing round an iſland about a league to the ecaſtward 
from us, as there was no likelihood of Wind, to fee if I 
could find any inhabitants that we might purchaſe 
ſome freſh proviſions. I made no objections, but 
readily hoiſted out the boat as ſoon as breakfaſt was 
over. We took in the boat four bottles of brandy, 
all the handkerchiefs we could muſter, ſome bread, 
deef, and cach a cutlaſs, 15 : 


With me went Peter Chancery and Andrew Ander 
fon ; We put from along fide, rowed round the ifland, 
ſaw nothing there, then we rowed round two or three 
points, as there are little ſandy bays, then points of 


rocks hiding one bay of beach from the other, We then 


ſaw a road, at the bottom of which lay a canoe, here 
we put athore, and found the canoe: broke. We left 
Andrew to take care of the boat, Whilſt Peter and I 
Went up the road, taking With us 3 bottle of brandy, 
the hand kerchiefs, ſome bread and beef. Soon we met two 
negroes With each a load of calibathes, going I ſup- 
poſc for palm Wine, At the fight of us they down 
with their load, and run through the buſh like deer. 
We ſtill kept Walking on at the ſame rate, at length 
We came to a ſmall houſe, Wherein were ſome men, 
I Ns Ab Women, 
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Women and children. They all fet out a running, 
naking a terrible noiſe, ſhooting and ſhrieking.—— 
Jere We ſat down, 1 was much afraid they Would. 

ſend an arrow thro' us, ſuſpecting they had ſuch in- 

ſtruments, ſeeing in the houſe the things they have 
for climbing palm trees, I took chem to be bows, and 
the lances arrows. | | 


The palm trees exceed all other trees in height and 
ſtraimets, having no boughs or branches, only at the 
top the branches ſpread round the cluſter of nuts, 
which cluſter contains ſome hundreds of nuts, and 
each nut iscovered with a red fruit, which when beat, 
as they do in a trough off the nuts, then boiled makes 
the palm oil, the nut being dried a while, as they 

commonly ſpread them out for that intent, cracks 
very eaſy and contains a good kernal, 


When the nuts are cut off the tree, then comes on 
the time for Wine, which is got by cutting a. natch 
or natches in the tree at the ſoſt or cabbagy part on 
the top of the tree, there they hang calabathes, three 
or four to a tree. They hang them one day, the next 
they are full. The tree yields wine till the nuts be- 
gin 70 grow again ; they are never without Wine, all 
the trees not yielding at one time. Theſe things J 
took for bows arc what they climb the trees with, 
being made of ſtrong withs, with a flat part that goes 
to their backs to prevent hurting them. Theſe the 

ut round themſelves and tree, then knots them, hold- 
ing cach fide of the machine with their hands, ſetti 
their foot againft the tree, then hunching in their 
back ſuddenly ſliding up the part round the tree, then 
- Jhifts the ſect, and fo on io the top, where they reſt 
in this machine till they cut down the nuts with an ax, 
or fills the calibathes with Wine. Moſt of the trees 
have notches in the bark where they place their feet. 
"They'll go up and down as faſt as a ſeaman will go 
vp and down the fhrouds of 2 ſhip, We 
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We walked alittle farther, were was 2 plantation, 


The negroes were gathered here in a numerous body, 


and ſtill they were afraid to come nigh us, but retreat- 
ed as we advanced. We ſoon knew ourſelyes in their 


mercy, having them on all ſides of us. We made 


Motions or our being come in peace. They at length 
came to us, but were afraid to touch the brandy or 
beef, we informed them what we wanted promiſing 


them knives and ſundry other things. They ſoon 


grew leſs afraid, ſome looking at the cutlaſſes, others 
matching them and running off. I begun to wiſh 
myſelf at the boat, ſo begun to motion to them my 
intent, promiſing them knives, oy pointing to them 
they had, which they wear on their leſt arm, having 

a ſtring tied round in which the knife is ſtuck, 


Their knives are thin pieces of iron, like a bit of a 
hoop, the point is ſharped on a ſtone, and faſtened in 
a wood helve. They begun to uſe us ſomething rough. 
Two of them being more generous than the reſt, un- 
dertook to conduct me to the boar, whilſt the others 
gathered round Peter and cut him in the head with a 
ſtone. It rained moſt of the afternoon. The road 
they led me was very dirty, in which I loft my flip- 
pers, then obliged to walk barefoot. They took me 


to 2 houſe and offered me ſome yam to eat, but I 


could not touch it. They gave me ſome palm wine 


which I] drank. 


When it was dark they took me to a bay near where 
we came aſhore in the boat, I not knowing whether 
it was to the eaſtward or weſlward, called, Andrew 
at which they both ſet out and left me. I called An- 
drew, ſeveral times, but having no anſwer, I went 
round a point to the caſtward, which proved the 
wrong way. I being fatigued lay myſelf down 
in a canoe that was hawled up there. I often wiſhed 
for Pezer that we might launch the canoe and go off. 
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IJ reſe at day break, went to the place we landed at 
wath the boat, but finding her not, | imagined. An- 
drew was gone on board, fearing our ill ſucceſs by ſa 
long ſtay ing. However J comforted myſelf by hop- 
ing the would ſoon be ſent back. I wathed my face 
and hands, reſolving. to go to. the houſe where my. 
canductors entertained me before. On my road I met 
Peter with ten negroes, each having three or four lan- 
cus, painted very frightſul, bringing him down. He 
had nothing on but a frock, which was all blood 
that run from his head, which was much cut. I told 
him Andrew was gone off with the boat, and we had 
better go to à houte 1 was at laſt evening, and there 


wait till Andrew came back. He readily turned about 


to go, but the ſavages would not ſuffer it, but made 
us march bcfore chem to the water fide. 


Peter told me they took him to a houſe where they 
ſtript him. He promiſed them knives, axcs, &c. they 
gave him ſometking to eat for his promiſes and were 
come to receive the preſent. When we came to the 
Part or bay I a little before had left, they took me as 
priſoner, and ſent Peter to the floop, ſhewing him the 


nigheſt road, to bring a ranſom for me. In the mean 


time they played a great many tricks with me, and 
thinking Peter ſtaycd too long, they ſtript me naked 
there, made ſigns of cutting my arms and legs of by 


the joints. Then ſome would hold up their lances to 


run me through, whilft others ſtayed their hands. 


I was in great fear, and perhaps in as great danger. 
Thetwo that conducted me the day before were there, 
and always interceded in my behalf. The ſun thined 


very bright, and jeveral times | went on my knees, 


with my ſace to the fun and my hands pointed there- 
to and prayed fervently, not to the ſun but the maker 
thercof, at which tame they would rand and gaze, 
though they have no kind ef werſhip among them. 

Ts | They 
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I bey then agreed to go with me to the bay where 
the ſloop was, making me to put on my cloaths, and 


we went on till we came to the bay, where to my ſor- 


row and amaze, I ſaw the ſloop ſtretching off, 
' Now they certainly would have killed me, had it 


not been for my conductors. - I begged of them to 


let me go to the grove, ſhewing them that I would 
fpread my handkerchief on a ftick and wave it, when 
the ſloop ftood in, at which they would come and 
take me on board. My conduQtors perſuaded the 
Teft to let me go, at which one took a knife and cut 
off my hair behind, cloſe by my head, which he tied 
to his arm, and to the other arm he tied a crooked 
comb I had to keep my hair back, he alſo took the 


handkerchief, then let me go. 


I rm along the beach directing my way to the 
grove, there intending to hoiſt my jacket when the 
oop ſtood in again, which the never did. I expected 
to fee Peter about the watering place, but did not, 
I fuppoſed he miſſed his road, and the ſavages would 
find him going back, ſo kill him. It was high water, 
"which obliged me to ſwim acrofs two rivers. I went 
to that part of the grove facing the ſea, where I had a 
full view of the ſloop; ſhe was ſtill ſtretehing off, anel 
the never ſtretched nigher the ſhore than four or tive 
leagues. | | 
| looked down to the rocks, chere ſaw Andrew, I 
thought he was dead; he had been ſtriving to get on 
board, but the wind and fea had driven him on the 
rocks. I called, Andrew] Andrew! but receive 
no anſwer, I then went down, and found he only ſlept, 
fo waked him, as ſoon as he ſaw me he clang round 
my legs and cried, O dear Mr. Williams! Mr. Wil- 
hams! I afked where the boat was? he faid foon 
- after we went away a great number. of ſavages came, 
he put off the boat, but they tollowed in the water, 
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16 * 
drought her aſhore, and broke her to picces, in icli 
time he run off, ſome youngſters followed a whilc, 
Heaving ſtones, he came all along the water fide, this 


morning they were heaving up the anchor on board 
the ſloop, when the anchor was up they ſtood cloſe in, 


de called to them that Peter and J were murdered, 


telling them he could not ſwim, but begged they 
would veer a buoy which he would endeavour to get 
hold of and they might hawl him on board, but they 
pot about, hoiſted the ſqareſail and went away, then 

e came to the place where I found him, where, cry- 
ing, looked at them, till overcome with grief, he dropt 


in that ſound ſleep I found him in. 


We had much reaſon to rail a gainſt Ham ilton, ſor 
had he ſtretched in again, we might have both got on 


board. We then agreed to travel to the northweſt 


bay, alledging that we ſhould there find canoes, which 
we would launch and go off, We reſolved to walk 
along ſhore which could only be done when the tide 
was low : We were afraid to return to thoſe that took 


us, alſo to ſee any others. As ſpon as the water was 


low enough we ſet out on our journey, going along 2 
beach, as there are here and there a fandy ſpot, we 
found ſome kind of fruit which we eat. When night 

came we lay down under a tree. gs 


Wedneſday the roth. On the morning we went on, 
having no ſhoes or ftockings, the rocks cut our fect, 
We could ſcarcely ſet them down, and indeed We 
made but ſhort days journeys. Wherever we found 
any fruit we eagerly eat whatever ſeemed palatable, 
never thinking on the danger we might receive by 


eating un now fruit. 


Thurſday the 11th. This morning it came to rain 
very heavy, We got into a thicket which ſcreened us 


a while, but as oon as the leaves got wet, the ram 


- poured faſter and heavier than if We had been * Pr 


41 

On the aſternoon it leſt of raining, We Walked till 

we came to a river ſide, where we wrung our ſhirts, 
and hung them out to dry when night came, as there 
were a great many fallen leaves, we thufled off the top 
and wet leaves and laid ourſelves down. We ſaw the 


floop to the offing. 


Friday the 12th, We ſet out again, Andrew was 
very faint, his ſpirits drooped, and I had great diffi- 
cult to get him along. I got ſome large leaves and 
ty'd them round his feet with whiths. Our food was 
the ſame as before. We attempted to eat the leaves, 
ſome taſted middling well, others were very bitter. — 
We walked as far as we could, then lay down. In the 
night we had heavy rains, which obliged us to riſe 
and ſtand till day light under a large tree. I his day 
we could alſo ſce the floop plying to wind ward. 


Saturday the 13th, Andrew's feet were ſo bad he 
could not walk, he cried bitterly, I tore the laps of his 
jacket and ty'd them round his feet, then we walked 
till coming to a river, over which we could not paſs, 
it being high water: We fat down till the water fell, 

then went over, and walking along a ſandy bay, we 
ſaw the foot-marks of negrocs, We gave thanks that 
the water detained us, and hindered our meeting them, 
We took care to ſleep in the thicket where no one 
could paſs. This day we alſo ſaw the floop as before, 
but thought ſhe made no great hand of turning. 
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Sunday the 14th, The rain begun this morning and 
held till night, nevertheleſs we ſet out as ſoon as day, 
and about noon we came to two cawking nut trees, 
one of which Iclimbed and hove down about a dozen, 
ye broke them and cat heartily of the meat and drank 
the milk, which cheered us rarely. At night we ay © 
F . C | down - 


» wu wv T7 W 


g— = —-— ww px 
- 


„ 
f 
| 
: 


f 

| 

: 

? : 

| 

= 
y | 


* 
* 4 
P 
: * 
7 % A * * 4 - 
” . 
— 


— 
— 


118 


down all dung wet, our ſleep was very little, We 
ſaw not the ſloop to day, i it being chick weather. 


Monday the 14th, We ſet out and walked till we 
came to a river, as this iſland abounds with fine freſh 
water rivers coming from 85 mountains and empty- 
ing themſelves ye the river fide was a 
cawking nut tree, wich: 1 : imbed and hove ſome 
down, we fat down to cat, but I turned fo ſick and 
faint 1 thought 1 thould then have ex pired, but not 
willing to indulge faint hopes, I got up and walked 
about, and, thank God, in half an hour it went quite 
away. As ſoon as the water fell we advanced on ell. 
night. Wherever we came to a phat of ſand we faw 


foot-marks, which put us in dread, ſtill acknow 


* luck in miſſing thoſe _ "made them, 


Tueſday the 16th, As we were walking along the 
rocks, Andrew lay down, being quite faint, reſoiving 


to go no farther, but there to die, I endeavoured to 


comfort him, but to no purpoſe, then threatened him, 


telling him | would kave him, he ſaid, there he would 


lie and die, I went away but he never ſeemed to look 
after me, then I came back, told him-he was guilty of 


ſelf- murder if he did not ſtrive for life with all the 


power given him, he then got up, and I ty'd up his 
feet, and we marched on. Swe a - 


not gone far be- 
fore we ſaw a negro woman and four or be children, 
I ſuppoſe they had been wafhing themſelves, We 
thought to hide from them, but {6 preſently ſaw 
us and fet into the buſh as faſt as 950 could run. We 


immediately ſtruck into the buth for fear there ſhould 


Þe more at the water fide. We walked {OSS the 


buſh till night, chen lay ' down to reſt. 


Wedneſday the 17 thi, We bad grach rain laff night, 


| b to-day fine Wai weather, We walked with 


our ee] in our hands that our-thirts * &y — 
| 5 y. 
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My feet being very ſore and cut in ſeveral places with 


the ſharp rocks, I reſolved to walk on the path, let the 
conſequence be what it would, Juſt as we ſtruck in- 


to the road we ſaw a little hut, built for hunters or 


fiſhermen to reſide in on ſuch occafions ; going along 


the path we met fix negroes with two hand nets,going 


a fithing, they came to us, though ſeemingly afraid, 
we told them that we came in a boat for water, that 
the ſea knocked the boat to pieces againſt a rock, one 
man was drowned, and we had been nine days with- 
out yictuals, this we made them underſtand by mo- 
tions. They went and got palm nuts, cracked them, 
and gave us the kernals to cat, then took us back again 
to the rocks, intending we ſhould ſhow them where 
the boat was broke, expecting to get ſomething, being 
very fond of iron. When we found what they intend- 
ed we would go no ſarther back, informing them by 
ſigns that it was a long diſtance to the place, for we 
had been nine days travelling, they then went about 
their bufineſs and we returned to the little hut we ſaw 
before; there ſlept till day. 


Thurſday the 18th, This morning we ſet out, not being 
fo much afraid as before, near about the ſame 
we met the ſix negroes going as before, they had a fire 
ſtick with them, they made us on a fire, and brought 
us ſome nuts. One of them was a ſukey or a teller 


of fortunes, he begun to call out making a great ma- 


ny motions, blowing and ſpitting. I gueſſed he was to 
tell if we were hurtful, or if what we ſaid was truth, 
I ſuppoſe he ſpoke in our favours. I knew what he 
was doing, for the Muſqueto Indians have the ſame 
anticks, and they both uſe this method to perform 
cures of all kinds. 


We fat by the fire till afternoon when the ſavages 
came from fiſhing, they told us to go to the hut, and 
Cockera crow foley mucko, which is yams plenty 2 

| e 
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the morning, 1 thought by foley they meant ſolus, 

or quict. When they were gone we urſued our jour- 

ney, taking each a ſtick of fire. When night came 

we gathered a heap of Wood, and 788 on a fire, b 7 
which we lay all night. 


Friday the 19th, We ſet outthis morning and walk- 
ed till noon, and being much fatigued, we made on a 
fire and fat down. There were ſeveral boys at the ſea 
tide, but they feared to come nigh us. Two hunters 
came paſt, but ſaid ung. ſoon after they came a- 
gain and brought a cap full of fine nuts. They aſked 
many queſtions, I made figns for yams,they promiſed 
| to bring us ſome on the morning. I wanted to go'to 
: ; f their houſe, but they refuſed. Here we e ſtaid all night, 
_ 1 8 and lay by the fire. 


Saturday the 20th, We ſet out this morning, not 
waiting for the yams, with us We took a ſtick of fire, 
we loſt the path and got into the thicket, having much 
difficulty in getting out, We loſt our fire, We came 
to a river where were three hunters, they aſked us 
ſome queſtions, but were afraid to ſtay, fearing that 
there were more of us, We marched on till night, 
then fat down under a tree. We felt a great miſling 

* of the fire. . | My, 


Sunday the 21ft, This day we could find no nuts 
or fruit. When it was low Water We went on the 
rocks, and broke the ſmall oyfters growing thereon 
with a ſtone and cat them, alſo We got ſoldiers, a red 
thing that runs along the rocks and fands, With a ſhell 
1 like a perriwinkle ſhell. We met no bady this . 
| | At night We lay down ſorrowful and weary. 
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Monday the EY This mornipg when We ſet out 

We reſolved the firſt read We came to leading to a 
plantation We would go 5 it, me what w oy 
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1 
for We ſaw no likelihood of finding a canoe; not long 
aſter We came to a road, and according to promiſe 
We entered it, and walked three or four miles not ſee- 
ing any body. There were ſeveral ſmall roads, We 
ſuppoſed led to houſes, We kept on the broad road, 
We were very weary, and fat down ſometimes, then 
walked again, at length We faw a boy come along 
one of the croſs roads with a heap of calibaſhes on his 


. ſhoulders, We drew a little back then fat down, that 


the boy might go ſafely paſt, he ſaid ſomething, ſtand- 
ing about a ſtones throw off us, thencalled out luſtily, 
preſently there came five or fix ſtrapping negroes, each 
of them having two or three lances, We told them 
what befel us, as we had told the others we met, and 
that We were thirteen days without victuals. 


They aſked many queſtions, then one of them 
brought us ſome palm Wine and nuts,another brought 
à fine yam and a fire ſtick, They took us about half 
a mile back the fame Way, then made on a fire and 
roaſted the yam, which We eat. It was now evening, 
and the hunters were returning home; We ſoon had 
a number of frightful figures about us, they were all 
painted, their Woolly hair clagged with paint and oil. 


They make paint with leaves, rubbing them be- 

tween two ſmooth ſtones, dipping the ſtone they have 
to rub with in Water, and then amongſt athes, fo rubs 
and grinds the 1:af which makes a paint of a brown 
colour, they uſe great quantities, mixing 1t with palm 
oil, and rubbing themiclves all over. They have a 
fine red, grows in a ſwad, like a bean, they uſe clay 
for yellow. Thefe hunters that came were thus paint- 
cd, With monkey and ſquirrel fkins cut in ſtrops and 
hung over their ſhoulders. On there arms were ty'd 
ſhells, monkeys ſkulls, ſeveral ſmall bones, and each 
had the top of a calibath flung round his arm, in 
Which he blowed, having a found like a poſt — 
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horn, With Which they find eachother in the Woods, 
their knife was alſo ſtuck on the arm. They had a cap. 
made like a baſket, being wide enough to hold two 


heads, when they put on the cap, they keep it cloſe to 


the back part of the head by running a Woodon ſke- 
wer through the cap and hair, which makes it hang 
from the face or fore part of the head five orfix inches, 
- ſome have goats horns placed on the fore-part of the 
cap; their privates are hid by a thing like a ſwabb, 
it is made of the infide bark, they beat it till it ſtrings 
like unheckled hemp, they, double it over a ſtring. 


dy d round their waiſt, where it dangles before them. 


Juſt below the knee they wear a Wooden bell, which 
- Ungles as they go. N 


Some were for taking us one Way, ſome another, at 
length there came a ſtout luſty fellow, well made, 
he aſked if we would go with him, We ſhould have 
foley, muka mucka. His outſide appearance ſhewed 
good nature within, We readily conſented to go with 
him, he took us through his plantation, gave me a 
couple of yams to TY. and took ſome himſelf, then 
we went on towards his houſe, which was two miles 
from the plantation. A gr-at number of women and 
boys accompanied us along the road, which was very 
bad, and our feet being exceeding ſore we could not 
walk but with great pain. One of the boys took the 
yams from me to carry, I thought they carried us ſo 
far in land, we ſhould never have the opportunity of 
going to the ſhore ſide again. | 


Some of the women and boys were carrying yams, 
dihers fire Wood, all coming from their labour at the 
plantations. 1 ſometimes thought they were going to 
lead us up to the mountains, that the Wood was to 
ere our funeral pile to ſend our ſpirits to the other 
world in 2 ſmoke, whilſt our aſhes remained mingled 
with that of the Wood. "> 3 
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of Wood 
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Andrew could e walk, and was behind all 
the Way, and often cried Mr. Williams, Mir Williams, 
that our maſter, as we always termed him had my 


name as pat as AER. and told i it as ſoon as we came 
w the houſe. 


„ 


Hude often fit, 1 1 might tu more 4inke, not 
knowing what they were going to de with us, I re- 
plicd, A made my: barry i the greater, being cager'to 
know my fate. We at length came to the houle, in 

which were ſome Women, beſides his Wife, or as we 
called her, our miſtreſs, but they run out as ſoonas we 
came. Our maſter put the yams on the fire 10 roaſt, 
and in the time cracked ſome nuts for us. We eat 
heartily of the yams when roaſted, then we went to 
ſleep on the ide things whereon we ſat. Andrew 
and I lay en one fide of the fire, our maſter and mif- 
frels o on 12 other. 


The beds are bberck, or 2 tree fee with Wedges, 
making one fide 2s flat as they can with their axes, 


Which are made of bar iron, about ten inches long, 


ride arp at che end on a Rone, the helve is a piece 


| ftick natched at one end, or ſplit, in ts 
ſplit or natch they put the iron, laſhing it with awhith, 

or what ſtrips off the Infide palm branches when twiſt- 
ed makes good tye tyes. This is the manner of laying, 


ſome raife their with a piece of wood; I always 
made a pillow e e 88 


Numbers of men and Women — to look at us 


the MY morning, The Women wear nothing on their 


heads, they rub 11 hy with the palm oil and paint. 
Sane of them have beads round their necks and arms, 
how they came by them I believe they cannot tell. 
Others for. want of beads have ſmall thells to ſupply 
their place; they have a ftring ty d tound their waiſt, 
ad when they riſe on a morning they pluck a — 


1 Io 


leaf, ſo doubles it over the firing, and it * before 


them, but it heyne. not going « out they AN an 
ee Hoſes 81 * 
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They ar are Rory dexterous at miking baſkets: — 
caps for their huſbands, both of which are made of 
the ftrippings of the inſide palm branches. They 

bring home all the fire Wood, and do moſt of te | 
Work about the plantation, Whuſt the men go a bunt. 
ns or gathering, gain Wine and ute, 1 
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yu 'T have ackanade-of einy they: boil the yams. in 
and hey ha which arc tops: or ney of the young 
ams, they boil the yams in the ſteam, covering one 
pot with another. It is the only method to boil them, 
making them dry and meally. To boil yams on 
the: ſtem is cuſtomary on board the Guines r 
a. T5 
When victuals are cooked, * Wife, or 1 arrca, 2 
they call them, puts it into a :haſket, gives it to the 
— of the houſc, he takes it on his 2 gives ever 
one round him 2, piece, then if they have greens, 
which the gives him in one of theſe earthen, pots, cbery 
one holds out their hand, and he puts a little on cach, 
f or ſometimes ſhe gives him his greens to himtelf in 
one of theſe clay pots, and for all che reſt in another, 
if they are donc before the maſter, he gives every one 
àa bit more; they reckon this a good omen, they. be- 
* ing very fancical i in actions and appearances denoting 
good or ill fortune. When I have been fitting with 
my head, on my hand, perhaps condoling my misfor- 
tunes, as ſoon as they noticed me in that poſture, they 
would whip away my hand, making me underftand 
it was ill luck. They would ſuffer you to ſpit no where 
but i in the fire. PETE * | 


The 7 believe are a to their hu n 
Their marriage, is ſolemnized an 2 feaſt, having no 
9 ? % + ©”. notion 
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notion of function, know nothing of a deity, but 
are all equal in dignity, taking no thought for to- 
morrow, never minding futurity, having neither 
Jaws, rites, nor ceremonies, each ſpending the day 
according to their own fancy. | 


They have no manner of covering in child-bearing, 
either infant or mother ; they have a female neigh- 


bour to attend them. When any one dies, the wo- 


men neareſt related bring out a board, or part of 
the bed, which at night they fit upon, covering the 
face of the corpſe with her hands, then howl and cry 
tll morning, and fo loud that you'll hear them at 2 

reat diſtance, The ſame cuſtoms prevail amongſt 
che Indians on the Muſqueto ſhore. I have been a- 
mongſt them on ſuch an occafion, when they how- 


led after the fame manner, only they ftaid in the 


houſe, and were covered all over with a cloth, this 


they, do for three nights running, 


All that came to ſee. us made us ſtrip our arms and, 
legs bare, and ſome were curious to ſee our bodies 


=y 


naked; they were greatly ſurpriſed” to fee. my hair. 


ſo long, though they would have been more fo had 


they ſeen me before the other ſavages cut it off, my 
beard being long, moſt of the men coveted it, they. 


would rub their chin round mine, ſtroke my beard. 


with their hand, then rub their chin, ſappoting that 
would make them have a large beard alſo; and I 


| often withed they had had it, and my face had been 


as ſmooth as ſome of theirs, for it grew to a great 


length, was painful, and -woyld harbour vermin, to 


prevent which I often finged it with a fire- ſticx. 
Preſently there came a meſſage to my maſter from a + 
lame man to bring me to his houſe, that I might cure 


him, we both went, when we came there one of 


their own doctors was performing, he ſpitted and 
: CCC 
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herd on the ig and foot, blowing and faying a 
ong preamble, when he was done 1 was to begin, 
1 ved to do ſomething like him leaft they ſhould 
doubt my ſufficiency ; they firſt gave me a yam, ac- 
cording to their cuſtom, I made them warm ſome 
water, in which I put ſome palm oil, rubbing the 
leg therewith, then made ſome fi with my hands, 

and faid a long preamble, from thence we went to 
the plantation; at evening I returned again, my feet 
were very ſore, and it was with great pain I got back. 
Andrew was rejoiced'to ſee me return, for he thought 
they had ſeparated us. When I came home the wo- 
men gathered about us, and told us we muſt take a 
warea, throw away our cloaths, and go as they did. 

We told them we would in a few days when our feet 


were well, and we could talk their lingo; the next 


day my maſter excuſed my going to the plantation 
or levam, however ſeveral 0 and ſore ſent for us, 
to whom we were obliged to go. They lie fo ni 
the fire, and ſleep ſo ſound that they throw their legs 
and arms into the fire, and never awake until chey 
are much burnt. We performed many cures by 
making them keep the ſore clean, and tying them 
up in à large leaf. When any had the head-ach we 
were ſent for, which cure we perſormed by 8 
their heads hard with our han never neglecting 
ſay ſome preamble”; the natives thought us ve ile. 
tal, and 10 theſe means we got our þellies filled with 
2 miſtreſs, poor woman, often had the 
ly ach, 1 alway told 2 22 the was breeding, ſhe of- 
ten got up in-the dead of the night and came to me 
0 cure her, Which I did by rubbing her belly. 
e would then $0 49 bed, ſleep ſoundly, and riſe 
well on che morning. A woman big with child ſent 
for me, it was her firſt, and all her deſire was that it 
might be a boy, to ſhew my kill, I felt her pulſe 
and youre her N chen «tured ber that ! it was a 


boy, 


to give me grace t 


(9 3 


boy, ſhe was delivered about a month after of a brave 
boy, this gained me great applauſe : whenever I went 
to her houſe, ſhe took care to have laid up for me a 
drink of wine, or a yam. My feet were ſo fore I 
could not, walk for ſeveral days, then had I time to 
reflect on my unhappy ſituation, ſorrow often over- 
powered me, and when I wanted to conceal my grief 
tears would overflow, and the bitterneſs of my ſoul 
might be eaſily diſcerned. I never neglected addreſ- 
fing myſelf to God in prayer, acknowledging that if 
he was ſtrict in marking iniquity,if he laid righteouſ- 
neſs to the line, and judgment to the ſummit, my 
miſconduct deſerved to meet with greater puniſhment. 
I owned that though I could form no idea or poſſi- 
ble means of my ever being feleaſed out of the de- 
plorable ſituation 1 then was in, yet noting was im- 
poſſible to God, and that if he Kn E ſhould 
there end my days, I hoped he would make them few, 
cut them ſhort in righteouſneſs, and bring me to his 
kingdom, where all ſorrows ſhall paſs away, and the weary 


are at reſt. But if it pleaſed his wiſdom to lay a way 


for my eſcape, to give me fortitude to wait with pa- 
tience for the happy time, which when accompliſhed” 

hat I may perſevere in good works 
and never forget what God had done for me. Af- 
ter this manner was my addfreſſes to God, not the 
ſervice of the lips but the very defire of my foul: 
At this time I loſt the day of the week and month, 


and when my feet grew well the maſter and botuck 


wanted me to go to the water fide, alledging when 
we loft the boat we had hid ſome things in the ſand, 
ſach as knives, axes, beads, &c. When I afſured - 
him there was no ſuch thing, and how many days it 
would take to go to the place, their expectations be- 
ing loft, they made us go to the Lavam every day 
to weed, carry ſtakes, clear more ground, and at 
night bring home fire-wood, we Rill viſited the af- „ 
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Micted not from any regard for their welfare, but 
for. the filling our bellies. 


Their houſes are built like villages, ſix or eight 


together, the oldeft man, or he that firſt built on 


that place or ſpot, is called the Botuck, and is ſome- 
thing reverenced when he gathers much wine or kills 
A monkey, ſquirrel, or ſome rats he ſends for them 


all to partake, and is like a father and head of that 


village 


Our maſter had a new houſe built, with three a- 
partments, this we built one morning, and pulled the 
other down, we had the firſt room at night to our 
ſelves, the ſecond the cooked in, and they lay in the 
third, this was, more trouble to us, there being more 
fires, we had the more wood. to bring, only at night 
we could roaſt 4 piece of yam when they were a- 
ilcep, for when we got a yam from our patients we 
hid it in a tree near the Ba at night we would 
fetch it in, roaſt and eat it; 

„They ſoractimes have great feaſts with merriment, 
this they call Walla, they have a large ſpot of clear 
level ground for this occaftion, with flat ſtones ſet all 
round it for ſeats, they deck the trees about it ſome 
with a bunch of nuts, others with a calibaſh, ſome 
horns and large bones, the men paint themſelyes at 
this time, they gather together at this place with 
their lances, one carries a buffalo's hide, as there are 


ſome buffaloes on this iſland, though they ſeldom 


catch them. They run the length of this ground 
with pointed lances, then turn back as if they. were 


purſued; then about again in a great hurry, and ſo 


on, after this they gather in a round ring, the maſter 
of the feaſt in the middle, they dance and ling. —— 
4 heir wives come cach with a baſket containing yams 


- 9: 7} 


and greens. Ihe maſters of the feaft kills a goat or 
theep, both which they call Maa, I ſuppoſe from ita 
bleating, the ſkin is cut in ſtraps, and every one-gets 
a bit, as far as it goes, the fleſh is boiled to mummy, 
and mixed with palm oil, they have alſo a fruit they 

ut into this mixture. I never ſaw any of the fort in 
England, but they are very plenty. In Spain where 


they uſe them in ſoups, and names them Tomatoes. 


They ſometimes on this iſland boil or roaſt them, then 
math them in palm oil, which they call Tweta ; at 
the feaft every one gets a piece of yam, then each a 
handful of greens, and this mixture, when the men 
are ſatisfied, the women carry home the remains, and 
there feaſt themſelves, the men ſpend the day in dan- 
cing, at evening they part in companies to drink wine, 
always preſerving a ttock for this occafion, every one 
has flung round his arm a ſmall callibath or cawking 
nut hell to drink out of, for two never drink out of 
one cup. They have ſome cocksand hens, and though 
they feldom eat any, yet they increaſe but little, the 
hens lay their eggs promiſcuouſly in buthes, which 
are deſtroyed by the rats, they name both cock and 


hen cockera, when the want to diſtinguiſh by dif- 


courſe they ſay Cockera Warrea, that's the cock's 
wife. We ſeldom got any other fleth meat from them 
than a bit of a monkey or a rat, and never above a 
mouthful of that. "They catch the monkies with 
nets, which are made out of the inſide bark of a tree 
which they dry, beat, and rub, till it is like hemp, 


only a brown colour, then plats it into cord or ſtring 


of which they make nets, they ſpread the nets from 
wee to tree, then chace the monkies who run down 
one tree in order to climb another, but are entangled 
with the nets. They catch fith with nets, on ſome 
parts of the iſland where they have a good bay and 
canoes, but here they ſeldom catch any. They of- 
ten teaſed me to have a Warea, but I at length told 
Fn: D | | them 
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them I had one a Bota, that was my country, An- 


drew confirmed the fame by ſaying I had two children 
alſo. 25 * : i 


The people round about were well acquainted with 
my name, and the very children would cry Mr. Wil- 
liams, and our maſter when we were out after dark 
would cry out yaho, Mr. Williams. They thought 
us indued with extraordinary gifts, for when it rained 
hard, and they wanted to go to the Lavam they 
came to us, making ſigns to blow up the rain, a me- 


thod they uſed themſelves but I ſuppoſe to no pur- 


We had rain at a time for three or four days ſuc- 


ceſsfully, I was ſent for to a houſe when the man gave 


me a yam firſt and then faid Cockera Crow, Mohe- 
lia ache, no rain to-morrow, alſo threatened to kill 
me if there was, I took the yam and carried it home 


it rained the chief part of the night very faſt, but on 


the morning it cleared up, and we had a fine day. 


The hunters often came and made us rub their 


arms that they might ſtrike or throw ſtreight. 


Being at home one day with my miſtreſs, I was ſo- 
litary, a matter I could no ways help, for every idle 
and loneſome minute my unhappy fate with no like! 
means of ever amending or altering it, raiſed ſuch an 


. overplus of ſorrow and grief in me that I could in no 


wiſe {mother or conceal it, my miſtreſs grew an 

with me, told me I would never ſee my wife and 
children, to pull of my cloaths, throw them away, 
take a Warrea, and go as they did. I underſtood the 
chief of all they faid ro me, though I could not ſpeak 
much of their lingo myſelf. I totd her in a paſſion no, 
for there would ſoon come a ſhip for me; this was 


3 


ſoon ſpread about, they were all in a conſternation; 
| ſome beliving, others doubting, though they all ſeem- 
ed to be ſomething afraid. My mafter told me no, 
for he had never ſeen but one veſſel here fince he was 
the bigneſs of his little boy, this was bad news for me, 
it ſtifling my hopes, alledging what I faid would never 


come to paſs, yet I ſtill yindicated that there would a 
VVV 
From our houſe we had a proſpect of the ſea, I of- 
ten ſtood at the door and gaze on the water, not 
expecting to ſee a fail, but wiſhing I was on the 
water in a boat or canoe. They ſoon took notice of 
me, and all that paſſed that way uſed to ſay Bota, 
ache, I anſwered always Bota Scou. In a few days 
after, my maſter was attending his palm trees, where 
he had a ſmall hut to ſleep in at night, it was about 
four miles from the houſe ; our miſtreſs and we went 
in the marning to carry empty callabaſhes, and bring 
back what was filled, as we were going we ſaw a brig 
cloſe in ſhore, failing with the land wind, our miftreſs 
pointing at the brig, bid us go, at the ſame time laughing 
at our longing looks. We thought the brig was only hug- 
ging the thore for the land wind. We all came home 
together that night, and on the morning there was a 
eat noiſe that the was anchored in the N. W. bay. 
ve had about ſeven miles to go to the water fide, and 
from thence to the bay about three leagues, I was 
eager to be going, fo promiſed my maſter that I 
would bring him napos, 2 & c. mucko, mucko, 
they being very defirous of ſuch things, our maſter 
went with us to ſhew us the way to the water fide, 
on our road we went through the Lavam, where he 
gave us three yams and a ſtick of fire, when we came 
to the water fide he left us, putting us in mind of our 


About two miles from that there were negroes 
making two canoes, and there was two old ones * 
. — „ OG „% n. it by 
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by them, this gave new addition to-my grief, reſlc&- 
ing had we travelled on inſtead of going up the road 
at firſt, we ſhould have been that day at the canoes, 
| and at night if able launched one, and gone off, the 
negroes had heard of us, and ſome had feen us, they 
wanted us to aſſiſt in making the canoe, alledging that 
Ve were dextrous at it. We told them where we were 
a going, promiſing to bring them utenſils for that pur- 
poſe, they in return promiſed to give Maos, Cockeras, 
ewa, Yaccoas, and Soley, we parted with them, it 
being high water we could not go round the rocky 
points, we therefore ſtruck into the buſh, we loſt the 
path and got into the thicket, where we ſtaid all night 
13 ade on a fre, and roaſted our yas, in the morning 
11 Noe ſet out and came to the N. W. bay, which is very 
i large, with a fine ſandy beach, and very itcep, with a 
[| great manv fine freſh water rivers, one eſpecially that 
| lies to the caſt part of the bay. where a boat may go 
in at any time of the tide, and about two miles or 
three to the eaſt of the bay is a river with five or fix 
_ © Foot water on the bar at low water. At the river on 
the eaſt ſide of the bay being the moſt convenient for 
watering we faſpatted the brig had watered there, for 
cloſe by the river was a large fallen tree on which ſtood 
two bottles, one having had beer or ale in it, the other 
brandy. Andrew picked up a ftript jacket had been 
thrown out of the brig, which was gone to our great 
grief and ſorrow, miſſing this opportunity, and perhaps 
we might never have another, we Croſt the river, 
taking with us the two bottles, when we came to a 
large road at the foot of which lay two canoes. 


We reſolved to go up this road, thinking if we got 
be liberty to ſtay theie, in ſeeing a ſail we might come in 
4 the night, and launch a canoe, and go off. The firſt 
we met on the road was a man going to gather palm 
wine, at the fight of us he ſet out, running and 
CE a GENES | ſhouting, 
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ſhouting, they ſoon alarmed one another, and we 
were in the midſt of a hundred or more, they were 
afraid to come nigh us for ſome time, till we laid down 
the bottles, We told them the ſame ſtory that we told 
the reſt, that we were hungry and wanted to go to 
their houſes, they would not ſuffer us, but hurried us 
again to the thore fide. 


When going back ſome of them begun to talk to 
me I know not what, from the grief | was in, and 
they differed ſomething in their account from the 
others; I underſtood nothing but that we thould go to 
their houſe and have Soley Mucko. I kept anſwering 

Seou to all they ſaid. When we came to the Water 
fide, there were a number. of Women with baſkets 
containing yams, Wine and nuts, they gave us ſome 
Wine to drink and nuts to eat, then two of them took 
me to one fide, I ſoon underſtood what they meant, 
they thought we had knives, axes, &c. hid in the fand, 
and theſe yamsand Wine was to trade with us, I ſoon 
turned my tale to Atche. They thought we feared to 
ſee ſo many, they therefore ſent them all away, onl 

four ſtaying, but 1 aſſured! them we had no ſuc 


They had no lances with them as good fortune or- 
dered it, or they would certainly have run us thro”, 
they took up ſtone, and hove at us, ſome of which hit 
us on the back. We run, and they followed, till we 
came to the river; through which we went fhouting, 
they then turned back, fearing there were more of us 


1 ſuppoſe - 


5 We kept on for the old place, finding:there the beſt 
ſhelter. We walked till night,-then lay down under 
A tree, and on the morning pnrſued our journey. We 

| | ceme 


„ 
„ 
came to à hut built for hunters or travellers to reſidd 
in, there were in it a man 1 ſon, they had on a 
good fire, but no victuals. The boy had a ſore leg, 
over which Andrew faid a "rearmble; We left them 
and came to the canoe makers, we told them what be- 
11 &l us, gave them the bottles and jacket, told them in 
; I 4 few days another ſhip would come, making then 

freſh promiſes. T hey roaſted ſome yams and gavc 
us to cat. Ilie iſland is very full of Wood, and all of 
the ſort aforemention, eſpecially near the ſhore ſide, ther- 
plantatiqns are all far back, and they only clear as 
much ground as barely ſerves themſelves. Theground 
is moſtly of a black would, and thongh they grow 
nothing but yams, it would: produce any thing. Their 
yams are much ſuperior to, thoſe on Princes, or 
St. Thomas, which is allowed by the inhabitants of the 
aforeſaid iflands; and there might be as good corn, 
i | plantons, bannahves, and caſcado, if ſowed and plant- 
ed, there is ſome wild cane grow ing,though it come3 
| to no perfection. After we had regale> ourſelves and 
eat what they gave us; we marched home, we were 
as wet as might be by the time we got there, for it 
rained all the way. We told them how the ſhip was 
gone, and how we were ſtoned. We ſoon found our 
error when we went out a viſiting, the boys would 
ſtone us, and the old ſavages laugh at them, and when 
we diſpleaſed them in any ways, they threatened to 
fend us the ſame way, I finding they made a rule of 
imitating each others actions, ] ds told them how 
kind thoſe were that were making the canoes, how 
they gave us yams and Wine, and wanted us to ſtay 
with them, this had the intended effect, for they left off 
Koning, and were as uſual kind. 

There are two ſorts of people on this iſland, a real 
Dlack and a tawny colour. The black are much the 
Hetter ſort, moſt generous and affectionate, whilſt the 
Fowny are real layage in their diſpoſition, Baa. no 
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ſellow feling or compaſſion. It happened well ſor us, 
the black were here moſt numerous: it was the taw⸗ 
ny cut off my hair, the two conductors were black, 
and thoſe that ſtoned us were of this tawny colour. 
They ſtript Andrew of his cloaths, rubhed him all 
over with their paint apd oil, mY bones round his 


arms, and ſhells with a belt to his leg, a ſwab to co- 
ver or hang before his privates, and, in ſhort, every 
thing enn uf to their form or fathion. Andrew 
bad informed them I was a botuck, mentioning that a 
bota 1 had many maa's, cockeras, &c. ſo they would 
not force me to ſtrip, but were always teazing me to do 
it, Volentary telling me how well Andrew looked and 
expreſſing their.averfon to my wearing cloaths, I ſtill 
refuſed, affirmipg that ſoon à veſſel wapld come, tho” 
God knows I doubted whether ever. My cloaths 
were very troubleſome, having no ſhift, and always 
lying in them, that I almoſt ſwarmed with vermin, 
though I aften Went to a place in the river Where I 
thought no one would paſs, I being afraid to appear 
paked, fearing they, Would take away my . cloaths 
When they found them off me, there I Wathed m 
thirt, jacket, and trouſers, ſpread them on a buſh, ſo 
ft myſelf down naked till they Were dry. 

I often ſtrove to perſuade Andrew to go to the 
place Where they were making the -canoes, there to 
lie in buth till night, then ſtrive to launch the canoe, 
and go to the Cameroons, Which is only about twelve 
leagues from the eaſt end, and with the ſea breeze, 
ticking a buſh in the middle or end of the canoe 

Night fail With eaſe to the cameroons, I never could 
prevail With him, he expreſſed his fears, Which often 
zggravated me to give him a blow, ſay ing if Peter had 
been With me, I ſhould not ꝶave · been on that place 
kt that time. Andrew Was born in Norway, Was the 
don of a ſoldier, he ſeemed to be very content as he 
Vas, Which made me ſuſpect he knew nothing of 


life, 
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5 ing ſpiritleſs, and perhaps never been uſed to 


r fare; only the ſmull time he had been at ſea; but 
Was more 3 a ſoldier chan a ſailor. We Were 
kept every day at Work at the lavam, and bringing 
home every night a load of fire Wood a mile or two, 
then ad it to cut fit for che fire, took our rounds 
night and morning to viſit the fiok, Which We readily 


did, not for the ſuppoſed benefit We Were to them, 


purforthe filling or ſarisfying of our appetits. 
Lalways ſpoke of a veſſel coming, and oſten rene w- 

ed my promiſes to maſter and miſtreſs, though I was 

not ſo much beloved as Andrew by nene of the na- 


tives, my not complying to go wales „my ſeeming” 


diſcontent turned me out of favour, for When I ſtaid 
too long on morning, not coming in time to 
Wich chent to the lavam, they chreatened to ſend me 
away alone, and though Andrew often tranſgreſſed, 
they never ſound fault, my telliag ef a veſſel before 


Which came, mude them I believe afraid to do me 


any hurt, believing What I ſaid of another veſſel's 
coming, allo e e of the ä 
had made. 


The 3 day came at laſt, being cht every 
one I met told me, a bota, 4 3 Went directly 
Where I had a good proſpect, I ſaw a floop coming 
aleng ſhore from the eaſtward, With a light land 
Wind, quareſail, and ſquare-top-fail-ſet, I run to look 
for Andrew, In my Way I met my maſter, I told him 
a bota, he bid me tell no one but look for Andrew. 
and he Would go With us. My ſearching for An- 
drew made it known to many, they all beſpoke na- 
poes; healoes, &c. When I-found NG: We With 
my maſter botuek and another ſet out, We Went thro” 
the lavam and took ſome ſoley With us, We came to 
the ſhore fide, Where We ſaw the floop ſailing to the 
Weſtward With à light Wind inclining to calm, We 


be 


1 


be noticed by the ſloop, i ſhe ſalled paſt us, and night 


drawing an, they aſked my opinion, I told them the 


could not come there for the heates (a name for rocks 
or ſtones) but ſhe would anchor in the N. W. bay, 
that the negroes might go home, and when we got on 
board we would fire three guns, which when they 
heard in the morning to come down and they ſhould 


have plenty of every thing. I told Andrew if we 


could: perſuade them to go home, as it ſeemed to be 
calm, and che floop made but little way we might 
launch one of the canoes and go off. They aſked 
Andrews opinion, he faid the ſloop was gone, and 
would not ſtop, and that we might all go home again, 

They ſeemed to credit what Andrew faid, and the 
botuck ſet off for home, Andrew was for going with 
him, which greatly enraged me, I proteſted the would 
anchor, though God knows 1 had no hopes of it, all 
my hopes centered in its being calm, and our launch- 
ing a canoe, I told them they might all go, for I would 
ſtay, and that the would anchor in the N. W. bay, 
My mafter and the other ſeeing my reſolution would 
ſtay alſo, and would not let Andrew go with the bo- 
tack, for which he cried like a whipt child. I feared 
their ſtaying would hinder the deſign of launehing 
the canoe. They took us a little farther amongſt lie 


trees, there made on a fire, and gathered wood toſerve 


all night, I could not be at reſt, but went on the beach, 
where to my great joy I faw the ſloop with all her 


ſails down, the boat towing her betwixt the two iſland, 
on the N. E. ſide of the bay, I waited till 1 faw her : 
anchor, then called them to me,thewed them the floop, 


Andrew ſeemed well-pleaſed, and ſaid he was glad T 


did not conſent Wh ee We roaſted the yams and 


eat thereof, ſo lay down by the fire till morning, early 
we ſet out for the ſloop, and we had much to do to 


perſuade the negroes to go oppoſite the ſloop, When 
ve came there we law the boat going on board from 


the 
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Ade iſland, where they had been leaving a goat and 
theep to feed. I tied my jacket to a ſtick, got on the 
rocks, waved the jacket and hail'd the floop, they 
heard hut could not ſee us, the land hid us. 1 thought 
to have ſwimed off, but the fear of the thirks hindered 

me. They hoiſted a Portuguize enfign, and ſoon after 
came with the boat, our two attendants kept out of 

Aight till we got into the boat and puthed off, then they 
appeared and called, Mr. Williams, putting me in 
mind of my promiſe, I aſked them to come on board, 
but they refuſed, chen I told them to wait and I would 
perform my promiſe, though I had no thought of 
having it in my power to give themany thing. When 

e got on board -theloop Itold the captain what had 

beſallen us, and how I. had promiſed them ſeveral 
things to gain my liberty, he told mc I thould have 
what 1 pleated to give them, that the ſloop belonged 
to the king of Portugal, on board of which was the 
governor of ꝙ rinces ſon, and a captain in the army, to 
take a plan of the iſland, that they intended tc ſettle 
the iſland, on which acccunt they had brought a vat 
quantity of goods to make preſents to all the natives 
they 12w, he had already been round the iſland, that 
He was now bound for princes, and had it not fallen 
calm he bad not ſtopt there. 1 atked if he had been 

jn the N. E. bay or had heard any thing of Peter, he 
faid he was in the N. E. bay, but he heard nothing 
of any white man. The. captain ordered the cook to 
1have our heads and faces, and warm a kettle of water 
to waſh us, I _ have away. all my cloaths, Andrew 
threw away all his fetiches, the captain gave us each a 

irt and pair of trowſers, we got a couple glaſſes bran- 
Ady each, and ſome pork but fearing to eat. I his was 
| like a new birth to us, our joy was inexpreflible. 
I Vent in the boat with the mate and four hands on 
rpoſe to make my promiſe good to my maſter, but 
5 gone, thinging we ſtaid to long, and that 6. 
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Hud given him the fling. When we were aſhore we 


ſaw ſeveral of the negroes belonging to the place, they 
were making canoes, moſt of them knowing iy name, 
we gave preſents to them all, and next day they came 
along ſide in their canoes, and brought us ſome fine 
filh. F aſked when we went on board what month it 
was ? they ſaid the twenty-fourth of October, which 
greatly ſurpriſed: me. for by my reckoning it was 
March or April, for I thought it a long time fince | 
told Andrew I thought it was Chriſtmas. The day 
after I went in the boat with the ſame crew, and land- 
ed at the road that led to my old habitation, I took a. 


large copper dith, 2 copper rods, 2 looking glafles, 


6 knives, and one large knife, 4 pieces of bar iron for 


axes 2 hows, a dozem braſs bells, and a large keap of 
beads of different colours, the mate and. one of the 
crew that ſpoke good Engliſh and I went up to my 
mrmſters; I gave the bells to his fon, the beads to his- 
wife and the reſt to him, but they hove the looking 
glaſſes from them when they ſaw themſelves therein. 
Our maſter, the botuck, and another accompanied us: 
to the boat, and brought down fome yams and four: 
fowls, the mate gave each of them a piece of bar iron, 
we then went on board. 1 
We lay in this bay ten days, the current running 
firong from the weſtward, and waited for a change or 
abatement, we went aſhore every day either for water 
or trading for yams. T always went in the boat as 
lingeſter, underſtanding moſt of what they ſaid, and 
knew the names of every thing. The N. W. bay is 
good riding and a bold ſhore, very eaſy watering, 
you have fixteen or eighteen. fathom water a muſket- 
ſhot off the ſhore, the lands on the hills above the bay 
took very pleaſant. there are five or fix fathom wa- 
ter betwixt the two ſmall iſlands ' on the N. E. fide of 
the bay, and very good riding within the largeſt 
Wand in twenty and twenty two fathams . - 
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e arrived at the iſland Princes the 15th Novem- 
ber 1771. where lay the- Tartar ſnow of London, 


capt. S***h, bound: to Dominica. He came along 
ſide the ſame evening we arrived, aſked-me. the ſhip's 
name and captain;s.name- I belonged-to, but my me- 
mory failed me, and I. could tell neither till I aſked And- 
rew,laſked for a paſſage, he ſaid hedid not know whether 
Thad told the maſter of the ſloop, he informed the gover- 
Jor's: ſon who acted in his father's ſtead, his father being 

k. His excellency ſent for capt. S***h,cndeavoured 


to perſuade him to take me, but he poſitively anfwer'd 


no, for I had run away with ſome boat or veſſel, and 


through ignorance had gone to Fernandopoo, for he 
ſaid I could neither tell ſhip nor maſter's name, till I 


aſked the boy, meaning Andrew, 1 ſaid it would be 
no wonder if my ſenſes failed me as well as my me- 


mory. He then aſked the owners name, and ſundry 


other queſtions, but went away ſaying he would not 
take me, without the governor ſent me on board in 
irons with a guard: of ſoldiers, and then he would car- 
ry me in irons to Dominico and there deliver me to 


juſtice. His excellency told him he might do as he 


pleaſed when he came to an Englith port, but he 


_ thought it was an act of charity to carry me, and 


not only fo, but his duty, I being his country man, 
however he faid he would not at this time. 1 took 
the fever and ague, and grew very weak, could ſcarce- 
ly walk or cat any thing, I went every day to the go 


vernor's who told me not to be afraid, capt. S“ 


thould give me a paſſage, for he could not fail without 


his liberty, but as for Andrew he could not oblige the 


eapt. to give him a paſſage, Andrew not being an En- 
glith man. When captain 8“ Th cams to take his 
goods out of the cuſtom-houſe, his excellency told 
Rim, he muſt either give me a paſſage, or leave ten 
ounces of gold for my maintenance, rather than do 
which he confented to give me à paſſage. 1 2 2 
- 4's ; 


- 
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"bows, OY lef 38 aſhore very fick 3 fellow, 
deſtitute of money, cloaths and friends. We failed from 
the latter end of November, and arrived at 
inico the beginnipg of January. Captain 8“ eh 
very kind te me and gave me ſolie cloths, his 
= took. good care Pee whilſt fick, when we 
ad ved at. * I was in middling good health, 
ugh my legs Were. ſwelled, arid 1 Wa broke out 

all over. d boils and blotches, of Which I got not 
Cured till I came to London. I ſhipped at Dominico 
on board the Ship John, 8 Hogard, for Liver- 
pool, the captain and crew Were yery kind, always 


the eaſieſt jobs for me, a s confiderin m 
Fas, jo * 8 * 


We arrived at Levetpool the bth of April 1752. 
The« N Was Ed ag in paying me my Wages as 
Toon as the ſhip Was out, o I might not.he detain- 
ed 1 paid to he ſtage one pound five ſhillings out fide 

flage, I had but three ſhillings left. We ſet out from 
1 iverpool Friday at noon, the Weather Was very cold, 


and We! We had much ſnow, on Saturday night Wecame 


to Coventry, I had but eleven-pence "tatfpenn „ fix- 
Hence of Which Was to go for my bed. They - aſked 
I choſe for ſupper, I anſwered I could 85 eat, 
To ould be glad they Would ſhow me to bed. 
. D Bay 0 Ore I rofe, they Were making ready 
Thea T call for a tropenny glaſs of brandy 
Which I paid, then Walked out, Kating nine- pence 
1 h my pocket. ſixpence of which was to pay 
che laſt night's bed. They miſſed me at breakfaſt, . 
been telling the coachman who had been kind to 
me on the road, ſome of my misfortunes, and 1 ſup- 
poſe he told them I was bare of money. I walked 
about till church time, then went to church, thinking 
there to put off time till Half paſt twelve, bur 1 was 
miſtaken, for they only read prayers, and fo came 
out at half paſt eleven. It ſnowed very faſt, ſo I went 
F to 


_— 


{ 
| 
7 N 
15 
432 
4 

1 
1: 
x 

> 0 
vi 
» © 


IS x 4 


3 


. eater abc irc. 


3 nn 


4 — 


to the inn and ſat by the fire till two alert. The 


up I was 


6 


after of the inn had gone abroad this morning, an 
was not to return till night. When dinner was ſerv 
going ont; the ſteward ftopt me, and aſked ; 
if J could not dine, Iſald no. Come, tome, faid Ol 
know what it is to want, fit down and li F 

your dinner. I ſat down, lie gave me a * dane 
beer; and I made a hearty dinner. 
In the aſternoon he made me nk tea. and when 
the maſter of the houſe came Honie, he told: him my 


ſituation, he. ordered to ſet the buttock of beef to the 
: yoo! ſailor, and giye him a pint of ſtrong Heer before 


ent into the coach, the fixpence for my bed he 


| Would not take, I gaye Ie to the maid ſervants; they 


returned it again, giving meas many thanks as if they 
had kept it, ſaying. it Would: get me ſomething on 
the road: It Would he 3 pity to feparate the people 
of that houſe, for from the higheſt to the loweſt ſeem 
io be endowed with good accompliſhments, may God 
reward them for. their kir. Inefs is my fincere With: - 

Monday evening I arrived in London, where I 
found-the ſhip Warwick:Caftle was ſafe ae and 
that captain 1 had. deſerteèd the ſloop fix days 
after I went on ſhore, and gone on board a a Liverpool 
ip. He fe itt a proteſt from St. Vincent, mentioning 
that we had ſqually weather, and that we fetched into 
a bay to the forth of. Fernandopoo, where we came 
w an anchor jo-refit and take in wood and water, af- 
zer they lid re fitted, and ſupplied themſelves with 
wood and water, on the.. eighih day of the ſame 


month, Dayid Wifliamſon mate, Perer Ch 


and Andrew Anderſon. mariners on board the faid 


cop, went aſhorę to ſee to procure ſome. freſh ſtock, 


but upon their going into the country the inhabitants 
as tlieſe deponents apprehend roſe upon them, as they 
Þ: -athly | card the crits of one of them, bur could = 


Lil 
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der them n aſſiſtance, having no boat, they immed:- 
_ ately made : looſe aud ftood out of the bay, and to- 
wards evening hove about and ſtood in ſhore, but faw 
nothin them therefore was naturally led to be- 
lieve ey were murdered by the forages. e 


. gh to God, I am not as I was ſuſpected, 

1 Hamilton had ſtood in i 

— * E ſtaid at anchor 2 hours longer than he 

did, I ſhould have been fafe on board, and perhays 
all that Went athore, Tam, A 
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